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Introduction

Ever since Google launched their first search algorithm, they tried to provide the best and the

most relevant results for their users. The only way to keep their visitors’ trust is to provide them
with high-quality search results. To achieve that, Google and other search engines calculate the
value of different parameters like the power and trustworthiness of a backlink, the quality, and
uniqueness of its content, user experience and many others.

The beginning of search engines was also the birth of different manipulation strategies developed
by webmasters to achieve a better ranking. For many years, tons of low-quality and irrelevant
backlinks helped webmasters reach their goals.

Google decided to fight against these manipulations; every new algorithm update changed the
rules of the game. In the beginning, they decided not to pass link juice through such backlinks.
This practice didn’t work very well because it didn’t keep webmasters from building and buying
spammy, low-quality backlinks.

Finally, in April 2012, Google launched the Penguin algorithm. Since then, hundreds of thousands
of websites all around the world have been penalized because they had spammy, fake, irrelevant
or low-quality backlinks.

This eBook is all about Google Penguin - Google’s automated Spam-fighter algorithm update
aiming to decrease the search engine ranking of websites that violate Google’s Webmaster

Guidelines.

Google updated the Penguin algorithm several times since 2012:

Penguin 1 on April 24,2012 (impacting ~3.1% of queries)

Penguin 1.1 on May 25, 2012 (impacting less than 0.1%)

Penguin 1.2 on October 15,2012 (impacting ~0.3% of queries)

Penguin 2.0 on May 22, 2013 (impacting 2.3% of queries)

Penguin 2.1 on October 4, 2013 (impacting ~1% of queries)

Penguin 3.0 on October 17,2014 (impacting around 1% of queries)

Penguin 4.0 & Real Time on September 23, 2016 (Google did not give a specific number
of the percentage of queries it impacted. Maybe it’s because the update is constantly
happening and the percentage will constantly be changing.)
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With every new Google Penguin update, many websites got penalized. SEOs could see dramatic
changes in the SERPs and the webmasters who disavowed bad links and improved their backlink
profiles recovered their rankings.

On September 23,2016, Google officially announced that they made Google Penguin part of their
Core Algorithm. SEOs find the Real Time Penguin to be a good thing since there will be no
more massive changes coming with each update. Also, webmasters will not need to wait for years
for a Google Penguin update to take place so that they can recover from a Penguin penalty.
Everything happens in real time now.

As Google confirmed, links remain the #1 ranking
factor, alongside content and “RankBrain.”

Google loves links; it only hates the spammy ones. Read this eBook if you want to know how to
keep your website safe from a Google Penguin penalty and build links that help your website
rank better.

Here’s what you will learn:

- how SEO strategies change with the Real Time Google Penguin;

- whatis link risk management and why you need to do it on a regular basis;

- whatis negative SEO and how to protect your website against it;

- why links are important and why link risk management is vital for online businesses;

- why looking only at your backlink profile is not enough;

- what is competitive domain analysis, how to do it the right way and how it can help you
rank better than your competitors;

- why you need to clean your backlink profile;

- how to clean your bad backlinks;

- how the Real Time Google Penguin works;

- why you should not wait for Google to re-crawl your links;

- what the granularity of the Real Time Penguin means;

- how do you diagnose websites that have partial Penguin penalties;

- whatis link building;

- why you need good links;

- how to find and build great links that will help boost your rankings.
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